
Anniversary
th

Celebrating and Commemorating 
Resilience and Collaboration

August 28 • 1-3 PM
Timothy Murphy Park

Middleburgh

My dream for
   Schoharie County is . . .



SALT Development coordinates collaborative regional projects
that build disaster resilience and develop existing local assets.

Disaster Resilience
Kits for Kids – School-aged Preparedness Kits & Workshops – details from SALT’s
Preparedness Committee about this year’s program coming soon!

Volunteer Reception Center (VRC) Standard Operating Procedures – In the
event of a future disaster, Schoharie County Office of Emergency Services has
asked SALT to stand up and coordinate a VRC. A VRC is a location where spon-
taneous, unaffiliated disaster volunteers can come and register, and from there
they are referred to local agencies to assist with relief efforts. 

Natural Assets
Schoharie Creek Trail Feasibility Study – SALT, in partnership with Schoharie
County Planning, NYS Department of State, and dozens of other partners, is 
facilitating an exciting asset-based community and economic-renewal venture to
analyze the ecological, legal, and economic feasibility of a 38-mile multi-use trail
connecting assets and communities from Esperance to Blenheim. Contact Jerrine
Corallo at JerrineC@SALTrecovery.org.

Schoharie Creek Access Taskforce – Boat-launch plans currently being developed
in partnership with local municipal leaders and other stakeholders. Contact Jer-
rine Corallo at JerrineC@SALTrecovery.org.

Cultural Assets
Trails & Tales of Schoharie County Website & Augmented-reality Mobile Ap-
plication – SALT, in partnership with NYS Council on the Arts, RPI, NYS Folk-
lore Society, Schoharie County’s Quilt Barn Trail, Beverage Trail, Go Gonzalez,
and dozens of other partners, is facilitating the development of an innovative web-
site and augmented-reality mobile application to highlight the region’s rich assets.
Users will be able to access various cultural trails and accompanying videos and
audio clips about local assets. Contact Laura Morace at LauraM@SALTrecovery.org.

Community Assets
Central Bridge Planning Project (pending funds). Contact Jerrine Corallo at 
JerrineC@SALTrecovery.org.

Vacant Property Task Force – Currently being developed in partnership with 
local municipal leaders and other stakeholders. Contact Jerrine Corallo at 
JerrineC@SALTrecovery.org.

Local Economic Assets
Business Advancement Initiative – Currently being developed in partnership with
regional business leaders. Contact Sarah Goodrich at SarahG@SALTrecovery.org.
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Josh DeBartolo

Keynote Speaker

For over two years, following the flooding in 2011, Josh DeBartolo
led a dedicated team of volunteers to rebuild homes and businesses
throughout the Schoharie Valley. First as a volunteer and later as

the Director of Schoharie Recovery, Inc. (SRI), Josh coordinated thou-
sands of volunteers and raised thousands of dollars for rebuilding efforts,
with nothing more than a flip phone and white board as resources. While
he worked alongside many other equally committed and hardworking
local volunteers, he quickly became known as a leader among the boots-
on-the-ground rebuilding efforts and often went above and beyond the
call of duty to connect to those in need. 

Those who knew Josh during those two years also knew Alison. Alison
DeBartolo (formerly Bryant) was another young local who, like Josh, came
to her community’s aid during a time of great need. She dedicated hun-
dreds of volunteer hours to the recovery effort, and, as luck would have it,
the two rekindled a high school romance and are now happily married
with a 4-month-old son, Blake.  After leaving his post as Director of SRI,
Josh and Alison spent a few months in Peru working with malnourished
children before moving on to Colorado where Josh served as Chief Oper-
ation Officer for Affordable Village Solar, a company that provides low-
cost solar-irrigation equipment for people living in poverty in rural India.
Josh and Alison currently live in Maryland where he is Director at Purview,
a healthcare IT company focused on providing physicians access to ad-
vanced medical imaging technology to improve patient health outcomes.



2

Do you, the people of Schoharie County’s towns, businesses,
and organizations, realize what you have accomplished in the
last five years? When together we faced the unimaginable de-

struction following Irene, we were overwhelmed and wondered what the
future held. With everyone working together, we not only survived, but
have made huge progress toward revitalization. 

By building cooperative, caring partnerships and focusing on the same vision
of healthy communities, we have found strength in each other. By finding
the positives and developing local assets, we have become more than before.
By tapping into renewed energy, many ideas have grown into realities. 

Houses have been rebuilt and repopulated; streets have become neigh-
borhoods. Businesses have re-opened, and new businesses have appeared.
Main streets have become centers for community activities again. Infra-
structure projects have made our roads, bridges, and streams safer. New
residents have brought fresh energy and have been willing to use it for
the good of all, serving on committees and boards and developing entre-
preneurial ideas. The list can go on and on. 

The people are why Schoharie County is unique. Your commitment to
the communities where you live, your willingness to work for the things
you believe in, your caring support for your neighbors, your friendly atti-
tude toward visitors, and your incredible talents make this a special place.
As many of the volunteers who served here said: “there is something dif-
ferent about this place, something very special.”

During the first six months following Irene, people often asked: when
will you stop helping? When will you be done? The answer was always
the same: we’ll be finished when the work is done. We recognize that
there is still work to do as we build toward sustainable communities, be-
cause the stronger our communities are, the better able they are to react
to a future disaster with fewer negative effects. SALT is committed to
this long-term process of recovery and revitalization. Continuing to work
in partnership with many other individuals, organizations, and munici-
palities, we’ll move forward to a thriving county that will sustain current
residents while attracting new neighbors, businesses, and visitors alike. 

Thank you for your energy and commitment to this dream.

Sarah Goodrich
Executive Director



3

Five years ago, a wall of water brought devastation to lives and 
communities bordering the Schoharie Creek. With strong commit-
ment and cooperation people of the area along with friends, fami-

lies and strangers brought a swift response for a massive clean up. In the
following days organization brought the possibility for long term response,
recovery, rehabilitation and ultimately a resilience not often seen in small
communities. 

Five years later the work is still not complete. As Schoharie Area Long
Term looks ahead, we see possibilities and promise for communities that
move beyond simple recovery to a new spirit validating dreams for growth
and change into the 21st century. 

As our communities remember Irene and Lee with pride for what was,
the SALT Development Board of Directors asks you to continue to dream
for Schoharie County and a future of compassion, cooperation, and 
collaboration moving beyond devastation to new opportunities.

The Rev. M. Elaine Berg, Chair
Board of Directors

—The Honorable Thomas DiNapoli
NY State Comptroller

This community rebuilt itself after the flood waters destroyed 
your homes, your businesses, and your daily lives. You’ve made 
amazing strides and come together as neighbors. You’ve taught 
all New Yorkers about the power of a handshake and rolling up 
your sleeves. The face of your community is very different five 
years later and will likely be changed five years from now. But 
Schoharie County still needs and deserves support from all of 
us, so you can continue your rebuilding efforts and lay a solid 
foundation for your community to prosper, grow and thrive.”

“Sometimes, we must look back to look to the future.
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Over the course of nearly five years, I dealt with flooding across
the street from my church in Alplaus first. I have worked to re-
build homes, churches, and businesses in nearly every town and

hamlet in Schoharie County. I’ve done assessments, work plans, materials
acquisition, served on the committee that helped pay for the work, lead
teams of volunteers, and worked alone—you name it, and I’ve probably
done it or been involved. Beyond my “boots on the ground” role, I’ve
served on the SALT Board for the past three years and served the organ-
ization in many other capacities as well. While I hope that my contribu-
tions have made a difference in the lives I’ve touched and in the health
of the County, I’m also very aware of how much my service has done for
me, how gratifying it has been, and how much I’ve learned. I know the
journey is not over, neither for the county nor for me. I expect I will be
continue to come out to the County from where I live now. I also expect
to take what I have learned and, through the United Methodist Church,
serve in the mitigation of other disasters across our state and beyond.

My dream for Schoharie County is not only restoration of the economy,
population and tax base but economic growth through tourism and new
businesses taking advantage of the unique character of the County.

Carl Shepard
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PROGRAM

5th Anniversary Commemorative Celebration
Sunday, August 28, 2016, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Timothy Murphy Park, Middleburgh, NY 

LIVE MUSIC
Performed by

Roland Vinyard—The Bard Rocks

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Jerrine Corallo

Project Director, SALT

POETRY READING
Jennifer Mosher

GREETING
Sarah Goodrich

Executive Director, SALT

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Josh DeBartolo 

SPECIAL GUESTS

HONOREES PRESENTATION
Rev. Elaine Berg
Board Chair, SALT

Featuring the Ball, Barber, and Putnam Families
and Pastor Sherri Meyer-Veen

OUR DREAM FOR SCHOHARIE COUNTY
Laura R. Morace

Project Director & VISTA Supervisor, SALT

ART PROJECT
Pat Clancy

REFRESHMENTS
Sponsored by Lucky Clover Creations and Valley Beverages
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Rev. Elaine Berg
BOARD CHAIR

Georgia VanDyke
VICE CHAIR

Shirley Ball
TREASURER

Colleen Mahar
SECRETARY

David Cox
Patricia Clancy
Roy Korn, MD

Robert Lindholm
Matt Metzgar

Daniel Ross, Esq.
Carlton Shepard

Judith Warner
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From the SALT Board of Directors

My Dream for Schoharie County:

A place . . .

Where folks can enjoy healthy outdoor opportunities,

Where there are safe, creative activities for youth and young adults,

Where local artists and artisans are encouraged to pursue and market
their music, crafts, art, photographs,

Where local churches and religious organizations respond to com-
munity needs and social issues,

Where folks want to live in the knowledge that the towns and villages
are prepared to meet crises with compassionate care, collaboration
and cooperation,

Where resources are shared not only within the county, but within
the region addressing upstate needs and issues,

Where folks come to enjoy a day, a week, or a weekend for fun and
relaxation,

Where the local produce and products are valued and sought as 
examples of New York’s finest,

Where the needs of kids and elders are addressed daily, 

Where the communities and individuals work together in peace
and harmony, and

Where there is substantial economic growth through tourism and
new businesses while maintaining our beautiful rural and idyllic
county.



8

Psalm 121:1-2:

 I li� up my eyes to the mountains—
    where does my help come �om?

My help comes �om the Lord,
    the Maker of heaven and earth.

Frank and Betsy Meredith and Family

In Loving Memory of Duane Alsum

We had never met Duane. He came to our house in the 
chaotic days following Irene and said he wanted to help 
rebuild our house. He had heard of us through church 
family. A retired contractor, Duane and his colleague, Brad 
Jordan, came to our house every day as though it was their 
job. But it wasn’t. �ey volunteered their services and exper- 
tise to help a family in need. Duane enlisted the help of 
others—Bill, Marilyn, and Alice. His love of his work and 
people was evident. He was always cheerful and joking, 
lightening our mood and helping us �nd joy despite the 
di�culties around us.

Duane lost his ba�le with cancer this past July, but our home 
and others he helped rebuild will stand as a testament to 
his faith and service. �e name of Duane Alsum will be in 
the stories we tell our grandchildren about their parents’ 
childhood home in the time a�er Irene.
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The Schoharie Chapter
Daughters of the American Revolution

wish to acknowledge and thank the
volunteers of Loaves and Fishes

who fed our bodies and souls for many
weeks after Hurricane Irene in 2011.

Loaves and fishes worked out of flooded
Lasell Hall in Schoharie, until it was

Lasell's turn for restoration.

With gratitude, the DAR wishes to thank the
many volunteers, SALT, and Schoharie County DPW

that helped restore Historic Lasell Hall.
From 1795 through 2011, and beyond,

we weather the storms and
continue to move forward.
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Thank You

Putnam Family
for your

continued commitment
to the community.

—Georgia VanDyke

• Recruited more than 1,600 new volunteers
• Coordinated more than 4,000 volunteers
• Assisted more than 1,200 local residents
• Assisted nearly 100 local businesses
• Submitted more than 30 grant applications
• Hosted more than 20 special events and fundraisers

Thank you to all our current and past AmeriCorps VISTAs
for their dedication and service to our region. 
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HONOREES

Each of the following honorees sacrificed their own needs for
the greater good of all. They share a vision for a positive future
for this county and the belief that people working together to-
ward that vision will make it a reality. Each of them has sup-
ported the recovery and renewal effort from the beginning and
continues to make that a priority. With tireless ongoing efforts,
optimistic attitudes, and applied leadership (despite personal
losses) these honorees create a positive model for others to em-
ulate. We honor the sacrifices of these citizens and are grateful
for their commitment to serve the Schoharie County renewal.
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Pastor Sherri Meyer-Veen

Vision

Pastor Sherri was the first Board Chairperson for SALT. She
spearheaded the effort to bring all area groups involved in early
recovery together to work toward a common goal which grew
into the SALT organization. Sherri led a strong volunteer team
through the process of incorporation, fund development, and
relationship building that was essential for a thriving organiza-
tion that would survive. But it was her vision for a long-term
organization that could sustain the effort for many years that
created a solid foundation for success. This vision remains a
guiding principle for SALT’s work.
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Ball Family

Community Commitment

The Ball family owns a visible local business that is a vehicle for
community outreach. They support numerous local producers
by featuring local products. They utilize local talent for their
employees. They contribute to local causes through their 
“Sunshine Fund” created in memory of Susan Ball. They are
generous with their time by volunteering on local boards, at
churches, in promotional organizations, and the Farm Bureau
to name only a few. All of these efforts speak to their commitment
to be good stewards of their land, their resources, and their time.
This commitment to community has also been obvious by the
numerous ways they have assisted with the ongoing recovery.
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Barber Family

Creative Entrepreneurism

During the challenging process of recovery from Irene and Lee,
the Barber family developed a new addition to their business.
Seeing an opportunity born of need, they developed a “value
added” product (1857 vodka) from one of their active crops
(potatoes), thus repurposing some of the waste. By investing
their time and money into this project, they also created jobs,
a viable partner in the Schoharie County Beverage Trail, and
an additional reason for visitors to come to Schoharie County.
This inventive approach to dealing with a challenge is an ex-
cellent role model for creative entrepreneurism and demon-
strates this family’s belief in the future of Schoharie County and
their willingness to invest in that future.
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Putnam Family

Community Stewardship

When this term comes to mind, the Putnam family is automat-
ically part of that thought. As long-term residents of the county
who have built a successful business locally, they believe in the
people and potential of the area. More importantly, they put their
beliefs into action by supporting local organizations working 
to improve life here. The Putnam family and their business,
Fenimore Asset Management, have served the area’s recovery by
giving ongoing volunteer work, sharing their facility’s resources,
donating financial support, and providing invaluable guidance. 
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Schoharie Colonial Heritage AssociationSchoharie Colonial Heritage Association

�anks to all who worked so hard to save our historical places! Our 
Railroad Museum and the historic 1743 Palatine House are open again.
Come and join us in year-round activities that help to keep these 
museums open. For membership and info see SchoharieHeritage.org

JANUARY
• Join SCHA—annual membership drive
• Join the Depot Lane Singers
FEBRUARY
• Work on the Antiques Show Commi#ee
MARCH
• Help with the Spring Antiques Show 
   fundraiser at the Schoharie Central School
APRIL
• Help in the Palatine House gardens
MAY
• A#end the Depot Lane Singer concerts
• Help us get the Railroad Museum and
   the Palatine House ready for the season
JUNE
• Volunteer at the two museums
JULY & AUGUST
• Volunteer at the Children’s Arts Camps
SEPTEMBER
• Help out at the Fall Antiques Show 
   fundraiser at the Schoharie Valley 
   Railroad Complex
OCTOBER
• Help us close our museums
NOVEMBER
• Volunteer to help out at the Holiday 
   Cra$ Show
DECEMBER
• Hear the Depot Lane Singers at their 
   Christmas Concert

Oldest building in Schoharie County
1743 Palatine House

Schoharie Valley Railroad Museum

!e Depot Lane !eatre
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F O O D  u  L O D G I N G  u  P U B

Doug Plummer & Garth Roberts, proprietors

518.284.2105 u P.O. Box 121 • Sharon Springs, New York
AmericanHotelNY.com u info@AmericanHotelNY.com

THEHE AMMEERRIICCAANN HOTELOTEL

Generations Antiques & Gifts
397 MAIN ST., SCHOHARIE, NY • OPEN DAILY 11 AM TO 5 PM
C A CONSIGNMENT SHOP c

A consignment shop accepting “stuff ” on a daily basis, with heavy emphasis
on antiques and collectibles. You’ll find hutches, benches, sets of chairs, books,

jewelry, linens and lace, rugs, lighting, baskets, trunks, glass, and china.
An ever-changing inventory makes it a fun place to visit!

Thanks to all who came to help us get back on our feet after the flood. We will never forget you.
RUTH ANNE AND JOHN WILKINSON



19

FOOTHILLS CONFERENCE OF THE
UPSTATE NEW YORK SYNOD OF THE ELCA

with congregations in Schoharie,
Montgomery, Fulton, and Otsego Counties

Anniversary
th

Celebrating and Commemorating 
Resilience and Collaboration

We are a resurrection people, who pray first,
walk together and change lives.

The Foothills Conference gives thanks for 5 years of
cooperation and collaboration with SALT toward

a future filled with promise and hope. We are
proud of the individuals  and congregations of the

ELCA who supported the recovery and renewal
efforts through the ELCA’s Lutheran Disaster Response.

 Our dream is that Schoharie County will continue
to be a place where compassionate people will
continue to use their hands to do God’s Work.  

The Rev. M. Elaine Berg, Dean
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“The future belongs to those who believe
in the beauty of their dreams.”

Supporting the Schoharie County community in its continued recovery!

—Eleanor Roosevelt

PAT CLANCY PHOTOGRAPHY

Pat Clancy, Colm Kennedy and Taylor Kennedy

Building Better Futures . . . one person at a time
Providing personalized opportunities and supports to people with developmental disabilities 
including residential opportunities, day habilitation supports, vocational services and 
supportive employment, Medicaid service coordination and family support services, respite 
care, guardianship support, and transportation.

121 Opportunity Drive
Schoharie NY 12157

Terry A. Tetlak
Executive Director

www.schohariearc.org

SCHOHARIE COUNTY

ARC

1-800-BASSETT
www.bassett.org/crh

When your family has a health emergency – 
Cobleskill Regional Hospital is here to help. 
Our newly renovated Emergency Department 
o�ers state of the art equipment, and our 
experienced medical team is ready to help. 
At Bassett Healthcare Network, 
we see people, not patients.

Here when you need us
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National Bank of Coxsackie is
honored to pay tribute to

Schoharie County’s Shining Stars!
Thank you for all that you have
done and will continue to do!

www.nbcoxsackie.com
MEMBER

FDIC

There is always hope at 
the end of the rainbow.

Photo courtesy the kids from Gobbler’s Knob

GOBBLER’S KNOB

For all you did to start Schoharie Recovery (now SALT)! Even 
though your own home was flooded and your family was 
displaced, you focused on helping others. The Schoharie 
Reformed Church and Heritage House were also flooded, 
but you never missed a beat! Thank you again and God Bless.

Thank You Reverend Sherri Meyer-Veen 

With Love, Your Church Family

The SALT family wishes to thank Vrooman’s Quilts for their artistic
mastery in creating quilts for our event honorees, tokens of sincere

and heartfelt appreciation, dedication and loyalty.

Thank You

Vrooman’s Quilts!
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REVITALIZATION
INGENUITY

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

The Barber Family resonates
strong Schoharie pride.

—Dan Ross, Esquire
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Thank you to 
Andrew Noble 
for his 
continued 
support.

On behalf of us all, SALT expresses sincere thanks
to Lucky Clover Creations for their generosity and
thoughtfulness (and for satisfying our sweet tooth).

Daniel S. Ross
Attorney & Counselor at Law

P.O. Box 990
338 Main Street
Middleburgh, NY 12122

Tel: (518) 827-6707
Fax: (518) 827-6750
Email: dsrlaw@albany.twcbc.com
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The SALT family gives recognition
and accolades to

ALL EMERGENCY SERVICES ORGANIZATIONS,
PERSONNEL, OFFICES, AND VOLUNTEERS
that keep Schoharie County safe, the

communities and their people in good
care and for their ongoing efforts to being

always prepared to serve. You demonstrate
a keen resilience and are a comforting

force in our landscape and lives.

Thank you for all you do.

SALT applauds the ongoing artistry,

creativity, and energizing spirit rendered

and brought forward to light by

Cathleen Berry

LeeAnn Arnold

Branch Manager

NBT Bank
271 Main Street
P.O. Box 688
Schoharie, New York 12157
www.nbtbank.com

Phone: 518.295.7788
Fax: 518.295.7706

leeann.arnold@nbtbank.com
NMLS ID 974054

of Schoharie
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MISSION
Building resilient and sustainable

communities by coordinating
collaborative regional projects

that develop local assets.

Coordination • Collaboration • Communication

www.SALTrecovery.org
(518) 702-5017
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for being an
Event Sponsor

Our thanks to


