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Schoharie Area Long Term (SALT) was formed to be a coordinating council or regional 

coalition in order to provide interfaith and inter-agency resources, advocacy, 

healing, support, and recovery assistance to those affected by disaster.

SALT continues to help people of all ages recover from Hurricane Irene and Tropical
Storm Lee; however, a significant number of these people are senior citizens.

Ken Dingee says, “Among all of the households in the county that were impacted by Irene and Lee, the
percentage of seniors is approx 36%. But the percentage of our clients who are seniors and have requested and
received assistance from SALT is significantly greater at 58%.”

One such family is the Fullers. A mere few weeks before Hurricane Irene devastated their small town in
Blenheim, New York, Joseph and Barbara Fuller had finally completed remodeling their home.  Joe, a former
Marine and retired truck driver, had spent years going room by room as time and money
permitted to turn the house into their dream home. Aer the flood water destroyed their
entire first floor and all the years of hard work, the Fullers were sure they would never
be able to return home. ankfully people like Robin Alley helped them believe they
could. Donations started to come in and with the assistance of SALT and many other
agencies the Fullers were finally able to move home in August 2013. “We would never
have been able to go home without SALT,” Barbara stated.

e Fuller’s experience also highlights the great partnerships that have emerged since the
disaster. Oen working together, the following agencies provided assistance to the Fullers:

• ree Strands Ministry, Catholic Charities of Schoharie County, Blenheim Pharmacal Inc.

• Schoharie County Community Action Program,Schoharie County Office for the Aging

• Tom Bernhardt (electrician), Aaron of Aaron’s Electric (Middleburgh), National Guard

• United Methodist Committee on Relief, Huntersfield Christian Training Center

• Blenheim Methodist Church, Gallupville Church, West Fulton Church, and many other
volunteers.


